AFRICA BEFORE

THE GREAT SCRAMBLE

BEFORE THE GREAT COLONIAL RUSH which took
place in the 8ojs of the last century, the possessions
of the European Powers in Africa were mainly con-
fined to the coastline. France already held Algiers,
and the British the Cape (previously Dutch). North-
east of the latter colony the two Boer Republics
(Transvaal and Orange Free State) were established.
French, British, Dutch, and Portuguese held strips
along the west coast. Further south, on both sides of
the continent, centring on the mouth of the Congo
on one side, and that of the Zambesi on the other,
the Portuguese were in possession. The remains of
the Arab conquests in Africa, north and east, were
divided between the Turkish possessions of Tripoli
and Egypt, and independent sultanates in Morocco,
Tunis, and Zanzibar. Before the end of the century
the whole of the interior of the continent had been
divided between various European Powers.
(The map shows the position about 1865.)
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